
FIRST WORK PATH OUTDOOR MUSEUM: 

Sorrento loves Art

 AUTHOR*: Tv Boy is the pseudonym of the Italian artist Salvatore Benintende born
in Palermo in 1980. He lived in Milan where since 1996 he became part of the
artistic  scene of  Italian and international  "street  art"  soon becoming one of  the
major exponents. After studying painting and illustration at the University of Bilbao
he  graduated  in  Milan  in  "Industrial  Design".  He  has  exhibited  his  works  in
numerous international  galleries and museums including the Iguapop Gallery in
Barcelona  in  2007,  the  Pavilion  of  Contemporary  Art  in  Milan  in  2007,  the
Auditorium Parco della Musica in Rome in 2008, the We Love Asbaek Gallery in
Copenhagen in 2008, the Progr Art Space in Bern (Switzerland) in 2008, the Aishiti
Art Festival in Faqra (Lebanon) in 2008 and the Museum of History of Saragossa in
2006 as well  as having participated in several Urban Art  events in Spain, Italy,
Germany, Switzerland, Cuba and Lebanon. He resides in Barcelona, where he has
his studio and is a professor at IDEP. He has collaborated as an artist-designer
with  prestigious  Italian  and  international  brands  such  as  Fiat,  Seven,  La
Rinascente, Smart, Gioco del Lotto, Nescafé.

 HISTORICAL-ARTISTIC  CONTEXT: Talking  about  Tvboy  means  calling  into
question not only street art but also the Neo Pop movement (a current that was
born in the nineties), American comics and Japanese manga. Compared to Pop Art
artists show a strong influence due to globalization with an important mixture of
different  cultures.  It  embraces  urban  art,  web  design,  with  the  use  of  multiple
materials. Street art should not be confused with graffiti as it is to be considered a
separate  category  substantially  different.  Previously  street  art  was  seen  as  an
expression of youthful vandalism, a way of defacing street furniture with images,
useless and unsightly shapes; today street art is considered a true art form.

 PLACE: entrance Villa Comunale, Sorrento (Na), Italia.



 TECHNIQUE: Stencil and spray cans as Banksy usually works. The Stencil allows a
design and implementation in the studio, the result of research and planning. Very
often street artists work at night, in peripheral and uncomfortable places and must
complete the intervention in time, the stencil allows to speed up the realization. The
spray, contrary to popular belief, requires technical skill and experience, think, for
example, the incidence of the wind factor. 

 UNIQUENESS OF THIS INTERVENTION: Compared to the clandestinity in which
the  street  artist  usually  finds  himself  to  operate,  this  mural  represents  an
extraordinary event since it was realized on a wall of private relevance and included
in the programming of the SyArt Sorrento Festival (at the time of the facts Sorrento
Young Art).

 IMPLEMENTATION DATE: MAY 7, 2018.       He will be doing a live painting at Villa
Fiorentino in the evening.



 SUBJECTS REPRESENTED: 
SOPHIA LOREN, LUCIO DALLA AND ENRICO CARUSO.
Naturally, each character is strongly linked to Sorrento.
Two elements should be noted: the characterization of the characters (Loren, for
example, is dressed as a carefree young girl) and how, in the details, the artist also
manages to bring attention to him, inserting his logo and useful references.



 STRUCTURE OF  THE WORK: The  basic  idea  is  to  communicate  the  love  of
Sorrento, always, towards the most artistic forms. This is done through the wording
"Sorrento Loves Art" which, in block letters, occupies an important part of the mural
but also through the choice of individual subjects who have deeply loved the city,
keeping a strong bond over time and representing the world of music and cinema.



*deepening
Tvboy declares: La calle es mi museo!
Below are highlights excerpted from an interview with the artist.

     - What is your relationship with your Milan? You moved there as a child from
Palermo.
Yes, the press has sometimes mistakenly written that I am an artist from Palermo,
but  it  is  only  an  anagraphic  fact.  I  grew  up  in  Milan.  It  was  the  city  where  I
discovered Street Art, already in 1996, at the age of 16, I began to draw the first
graffiti, those of American matrix, those with giant letters. With other colleagues I fell
in love with this form of expression. At the time it was the freest, most rebellious and
surprising, it came from America. I came to Tvboy through the Milan Polytechnic,
where I studied graphic design and communication, and in those years I started
working as a graphic designer,  experimenting with stencils.  From the stencils of
televisions with inside the faces of familiar faces or faces of friends, I moved on to
stylize  the  logo  of  Tvboy.  My  message  was  to  turn  off  the  television  and  do
something with your own hands. We are the generation that grew up watching TV.
Today young people are on their cell phones all day because TV is in there now. In
those years I really liked the punk movement, it was a way of saying do it yourself.
Stop sitting passively, turn off the TV, get out of the house, create a band, do street
art,  make  something  with  your  hands.  This  was  the  message  behind  Tvboy,  a
rebellious child trapped inside the television. 

     -  Some  street  artist  interventions  have  never  been  seen,  they  have  been
removed,  so social  is  important  because it  conveys something "ephemeral"  and
makes  sure  that  a  work  is  seen  by  those  who  don't  have  the  opportunity  to
physically go and see it. 

     - The potential of Street Art is to touch some raw nerve and raise awareness and,
in my small way, also help in social causes. 

(Alessia Tommasini for Artribune)
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